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Summary: This dissertation explores harms that can arise from warranted thinking routines,
specifically those that occur in contexts like medicine and education. I first develop the
concept of epistemic disadvantage to capture contexts in which there is epistemic harm due
to the asymmetrical relationship between knowers, yet that asymmetry is pertinent to the
practice of knowledge. This inquiry leads to considering Ao beliefs systematically function
in evidential reasoning practices. I argue that two prominent doxastic frameworks—a
Quinian and a Wittgensteinian framework—support a version of confirmation holism, the
view that justification for empirical beliefs entails appreciation of the full system of beliefs.
One upshot of incorporating the epistemological systems of Quine and Wittgenstein is that
these frameworks can give a convincing account for how thinking routines influence
evidential reasoning. I develop such an account in the third chapter of the dissertation by
employing a Wittgensteinian framework to show how a heuristic like stereotyping plays a
normative role in cognitive processes. I conclude that heuristics like stereotyping are
justified except in contexts where harm occurs.
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